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BONUS IS CALLED AFFRONT TO REAL PATRIOTISM

Williams, Mississippi, Calls
for Protection of Country

From Cupidity.

DEMURS TO 'SACRIFICE'

Declares Years in War as

Sanctified, Not Measur¬
able in Money.

STERLING MAKES APPEAL

Asks Veterans Not to Burden
Nation With Gratuity They

Didn't Expect to Get.

Special Dispatch to Tub New Yokk HbeAld.
»w York Herald Bureau, \Washington. 1). C. Aug. 29. J

The most impressive speeches made
over the bonus bill in the Senate to¬

day were contributed by Senators Will¬
iams (Dem., Miss.), Sterling (Rep..
S. D.), Dial (Dem., S. C.) and Watson
(Dem., Ga.) In opposition to the meas¬

ure, and La Follette (Rep., Wis.)'and
Colt (Rep., R I.) in favor of It-
Twenty-two Senators participated in
the debate.
Most .of the time devoted by the

Senate to the bonus was consumed in
debate over the so-called McNary
rider, which bears little relation to the
principal purpose of the bonus scheme.

In presenting his reasons for oppos¬
ing the bonus. John Sharp Williams of
Mississippi said :

"Mr. President, I want to enter my
protest against the latest utterance upon [
the floor, an utterance to the effect that
the two or three years spent by our boys
who obeyed the call of their country to
go to France or to Flanders or to go
to camps here prepared to go to e,ther
place, were years sacrificed, and whicn
put them at an economic disadvantage
with other people.

Yrar* That Were Sanctified.

"They were not years of sacrifice at
all. They were years glorified, and more
than that, they were years sanctified.
There is no compensation except that
which God himself can give in eternity
that measures up to the sanctlfication
of that peculiar calling.

"Mr. President, when a young boy
with warm blood In his veins answers
the call of his country, whether as a

volunteer or as the subject of the draft,
and goes out to fight for civilization
against military autocracy, I scorn the

suggestion that he has sacrificed i

number of days, months or years that

he has devoted to that purpose.
"I wish that to weigh In. that the

heart and the mind may catch It. That
It has placed him at ar economic dls-
advantage with his icS.ow citizens all
history proves It Is not true.

" \fter the civil war the soldier who
woi^ the blue and did his duty as he

understood was not placed at an eco¬

nomic disadvantage with regard to his
fellows unless he was wounded or-dis¬
abled, and when wounded or disabled he
was taken care of as we are now,
than any nation on the S10**- R
care of those who were wounded or dis¬
abled and of the widows and the de¬

pendents of those who died upon the
field of honor.

Clouding the Issue.

"That is not the question although
very frequently gentlemen find it to
their. Interest to confuse it with the
question.
"The man who would hesitate for one

moment about making the disabled man

or the man who had become diseased
In consequence of service or the widow
or the dependent of the .dead man de-
pendent upon public charity because he
made himself by his love of country
economically disqualified, would not be
fit for a .scat in this body or In the
other body or even for American citizen¬
ship: so far. as I know there is nobody,

wever, mean and selfish and eon-

SENATOR WILLIAMS SCORNS
BONUS FOR SANCTIFIED DUTY

Special Dispatch to In Nmr Tobk Hmxlo-
Mew York ReitM Bu-mq. )

Wmhlutwi, I>. P., Ao«. 89. )

ONE of the finest impromptu speeches made in the Senate in
recent years was contributed by John Sharp Williams (Dem.,
Miss.} to-day in opposing the bonus bill. Notably impressive

periods in his. denunciation of the scheme were as follows:
I did not rise tovargue this Question. I arose in order to

. present my protest against the assertion that my two" boys and
my nephews and the other boys who served in the army of their
country sacrificed two or three years of their lives.

I merely rose to say that they did not sacrifice them; they
glorified them; they sanctified them in the eyes of God, men
and of good women.

Who would measure in dollars the dear love of a man for
his native land?

When a boy with warm blood in his veins answers the call
of his country and goes out to fight for civilisation against
military autocracy. I scorn the suggestion that he wasted the
number of days, months or years devoted to that purpose.

I only pray that there may be an opportunity for you when
you die to die in some cause so worthy that it may glorify your
death and sanctify it just as these boys' lives were glorified and
sanctified by the services, and just as in death their comrades, left
behind them on Flanders fields, were glorified and sanctified.

If a majority of these boys want this bill the Senator need
not disturb himself about their not getting all that is coming to
them. They will be back in two, three or five years for just
about this amount once more, and they will be back in five years
after that for more.

temptible, who to-day In America dareg
place himself in the class of opposition
to that sort of legislation. That Is not
this question.
"I heard a Senator here the other day

say that this was not a bonus. What
is it then? What right has the man

who being in the class required for
active service and for military defense
goes forth subject to the call of his
country to perform his duty, what.right
more has he to demand a bonus for
having obeyed the law and having per¬
formed his duty than the mail who
paid his taxes during the same time,
taxes which sometimes were so onerous

that he could hardly stand them?
"I am talking now about the young

men who came bade sound and hale
and hardy and healthy with what
amounted to. a university education
added to their life growth, with im¬
proved physique and improved intel¬
lectuality. I was not one of them and
I doubt if I would have been worthy
to have been one of them if I had
been of their age, but I know them; I
know the blood and the breed whence
they come and I have not been able
to get my consent to the statement that
a majority of them even Are attempt¬
ing to take advantage of this sort of
legislation.

Testing One's Bravery.
"Mr. President, men generally are

braver than other men think they are,
and that is not ail. A man himself, is,
as a rule, braver thgn he thinks. It
takes the test to satisfy even himself
that he has the courage to do his duty
under Are and not only military Are but
political Are or any other sort of Are
that is directed at him.

"If a majority of boys.there were
between 2,000,000 and 4.000.000.want
this bill the Senator need not disturb
himself about their not getting all that
is coming to them. They will be back
again In about two or three or Ave years,
they will be back for Just about this
amount once more and then they will
he hack in Ave years after that for
more.
"The same class of politicians who

dare not risk their office holding or
their ofAce seeking to protect the country
against the greed.granted that a ma¬

jority of these boys want this now,
mind you.will also be here. And they
will not then present any such raid
against the Treasury, t'he places which
they hold are too precious, the places
which they hope for are even more pre¬
cious and when they present themselves
the next time for another $3,000,000,000
or $5,000,000,000 the same people will
give it to them.

Apeak* for HI* Own Boy*.
"Mr. President. I did not rise to argue

this question: I rose in order to present
my protest against the assertion that
my two boys and my two nephews and
the other dioys who served In the army
of their country aacrlHccd from two to
three years of their lives. I rose merely
to srfy that they did not sacriAce those
years; they gloriAed them, they sancti-
Aed them In the eyes of God and of men
and of good women. I rose merely to
protest against the general idea that
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man's honor may be bone-lit with money
or that he who may be devoted to his
country's cause can be compensated with
money. The subllmest inscription that
can be written upon the tomb of any
man is that he 'died upon the field of
honor.'
We compensate the soldier's widow

and his dependents because the glory
was not theirs; the sanctiflcatlon was
not theirs; It was his, while the loss was
theirs, and they can be compensated for
that loss <ind they ought to be. But,
Mr. President, who would measure In
dollars the sweet love of a father for a

daughter, living or dead? Who would
measure in dollars or attempt to
measure in dollars the dear love of a
man for hi? native land?

"I do not pretend to go quige so far
In that dlretlon as some people. I frankly
confess that my country la dearer to me
than my State and my State is dearer
to me than the human unit; but what¬
ever a man may measure his native
land to be. the man who Is not willing to
die for that native land according to his
measurement of It is not fit to live and
a man who wants to be paid for it in
dollars and cents is mistaken in the
value which he gives to his own servioes
and to the sacredness of the affection
which he has professed for his country.

Protection In Old Age.
"We are told that George Washington

and various gentlemen in the early days
received gifts of land and various other
things for having served their country-
arid that Lafayette also received com¬
pensation. but, Mr. President, they re¬
ceived it many years after the struggle,
when they were growing old and when
they were not able to take care of them¬
selves.

"I have forgotten the number of years
which passed by after the Mexican war
before there was a general service pen-

sion law for Mexican veterans, but I
know tbat the Mexican war took place,
In IMS and that the first service pension
act for (Mexican veterans was paAed
after I became a member of Congress,
which was a considerable length of time
afterward, a generation or perhaps
more.

"I know that the first pension act for
Revolutionary soldiers was after pretty
nearly a generation bad passed and the
men who were entitled to It had become
old and those of them wbo were entitled
to pensions had become almost helpless.
I know that even following the civil
war.and pensions were asked sooner
after that war than any other.that
some nine or ten years elapsed after the
war before the general pension bill was
passed and much longer than that before
a general service pension bill was
passed. My recollection Is that the first
general service pension bill applicable to
the civil .war veterans was passed in
the nineties."
Mr. Sterling. Mr. President the first

general service pension bill applying to
the veterans of the civil war was passed,
as my recollection is, In May,

^

Received One Beats Already.
Mr. Williams: "Then it was still

later than I thought. The pending
measure Is not only a general service
pension bill but It is a general bonus mil.
We have already given the soldiers of
the late war one bonus. 1 voted for It
because I thought It was necessary to
enable them to take care of themselves
until they could get home. We gave
them $60, or two months extra pay, be¬
cause we realised that the service men
needed more than merely rations and
uniforms with which to get home and to
live until they could get something to
do. until they could And occupations.

"It is not true that those of my blood
who passed through the Argonne and
through the fights connected with it,
those long eight days of constant
marching and constant fighting and
constant danger, sacrifled that time.
sacrificed it, lost it, a thing gone out of
their lives without any compensation to
them or their fathers or their mothers
or their sisters. What an absurdity.

"I thank God that they did not die
while they were doing It; but if they had
died I would not have worn mourning,
and when they do die some time. If I am
living, there shall be put upon the grave;
'He served in the Argonne. He was at
St. Mihlel. He obeyed the call of hl«
country In the German-American war,'
Just as there is now upon the tombstone
of my father the words, 'Died upon the
field of honor on April 6, 1862.'

"Sacrifice? Oh, the thought is debas¬
ing. My only hope for each of you Is
that the opportunity may present Itself
some time, when you come to die.and
all of you must come to die.to die In
a cause that may add glory to death.
Pneumonia will not do It. tuberculosis
will not do it. Fatigue from listening
to Senators' speeches will not do It. I
only pray that there may be an oppor¬
tunity for you, when you die, to die in
some cause so worthy that It may glo¬
rify your death and sanctify it. Just as
these boys' lives were glorified and sahc-
tifled by their services, and Just us the
death of their comrades, left behind them
on Flanders fields, was glorified and
sanctified."

Senator Sterling In opposing the bonus
said In part:

"Mr. President, under the pending bill
the Government will Incur new obliga¬
tions amounting to practically $5,000,-
000.000, though some estimate it at $7..
000,000,000, which the people now or. In
the years to come will have to pay.
The national debt is now $23,0p0,000,000,
to pay which the people of the United
States will be taxed for a generation
to come.

"It seems to me now.and I would
say this to any ex-service man, whom¬
soever he Is.that the question ought
to be brought home to every returned

soldier who admittedly served hla coun¬
try well In time ofwar, la there not an
obligation resting upon him as there is
upon every cltisen to serv^ her well In
time of peace ? la he serving her well
now when to her burden of debt he
would add the immense sum demanded
and provided for In this bill?
"Mr. President, to forego this gratuity,

this bonus, or, if you please, this ad¬
justed compensation, would save the peo¬
ple of the country a mighty burden and
would cause him, the ex-soldier, no sac¬
rifice at all unless Indeed It be the sacri¬
fice of a desire not worthy of him to
secure a gratuity or a recompense.and
now note.a gratuity or a recompense
of which he never dreamed when he
Wtered the service or at any time be¬
fore the great day of the armistice.

"Mr. President, as I view It. the bill
is not defensible and It ought to be
defeated: First, on the ground of prece¬
dent ; second, on the ground of the coun¬
try's needs otherwise: third, on the
ground that the ex-service men can get
along without It: fourth, on the ground
that the bad example it will set and
the evil consequences that may flow
therefrom in the future: fifth, on the
gTound that the terms of the bill Itself
are Iniquitous in that they violate sound
business principles and Invite prodigality
and recklessness on the part of the
beneficiaries or supposed beneficiaries of
the bill.

Mast Consider Situation.
"Now, Mr. President, In construing

the measure, great and important and
ull-absorblng just at this time as it
seems to be, wo ought to consider all
the circumstances surrounding us, sur¬
rounding the nation, circumstances
which are very pertinent to the consider¬
ation of the measure. Among these, first
we place the tremendous burden of debt
under which the nation Is now stag¬
gering, 923,000,000,000.

"Mr. President, it Is to be observed
that we are now In a condition so far
as labor and so far as Industry are
concerned such as has never before, I
think, quite confronted the country. We
thought a little while ago that prosperity
was right here at the door. I saw a
cartoon some time since which well il¬
lustrates the situation. Prosperity was
about to return and enter the house of
Uncle Sam. He had reached the gate,
but there were two giant dogs at the
gate, one labeled the Coal Strike and
the other labeled the Railroad Strike,
and because of these barriers prosperity
was not permitted to enter and greet
Uncle Sam. That Is the situation now.
"We might with more reason talk

about the enactment of a bonus bill if
conditions were anything like normal but
we know they are abnormal and we
do not know how long the abnormal
conditions will continue and how much
of this stress and how much of debt
to the people throughout the coutry will
ensue as a result of these abnormal
conditions. We, until a little while ago,
thought of the farmer, and let me refer
to him. now.

"If there was any man whom we be¬
lieved to be a profiteer during the war,
not that he was a profiteer In the ap¬
propriate sense at all, but a profiteer.
It was the farmer who was getting ex¬
ceedingly high prices for hla wheat and
for his corn and for his hogs and for
his cattle. He profited, if he did not
profiteer, by reason of the war.

"But what is the situation to-day?
Let me read Just a short letter from
the president of the Association of State
Banks in the State of South Dakota.

" 'We are threshing a very satisfac¬
tory crop this year, but the low prices
ore causing considerable discontent
among the farmers.'"

Senator Dial, in making his objections
to the bonus now, said he had never
favored the scheme.

"I feel that this proposition," he said
In part, "waa not conceived in patrlot-
irm but was conceived In politics. It is
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appalling when wo' realise that the per
capita taxes In this country Increased
from 18.70 In 1914 to 149.41 In 1920. So
It la time for the representatives of the
people to look at this matter In a serious
and sober way. We hear talk of the
public debt having been decreased
$3,000,000,000 In the last two years, but
a great deal of that was accomplished
by the sale of Government property used
during the war. We are not getting
ahead very fast when we decrease our
debts by disposing of our assets.

"If this great debt Is placed against;
the American people it will have to be
paid and In the great part by the, sol¬
diers themselves. To my mind the sol¬
dier would prefer to live In a pros¬
perous country where he could receive
employment and where prosperity would
be continuous rather than to have hlB
government burden Itself with more
taxation and thus close down profitable
enterprises.

"This bill Is amusing In one sense. 1
think the Senator from New York
(Wadsworth) was right In calling It a
pawnbroker bill. I am ashamed of the
committee when it says to the Boldlers
'We owe you but you must take our note
and hock It all over the country.' We
do owe them gratitude and there Is not
enough mcpey In thr world to pay that
debt. This bill is simply a delusion and
a snare. I» is unworthy of Congress to

Continued on Pago Five.

The Difference /
Is Important

WILLIAM JAMES
gave credit to a car-

Eenter friend of his'for?
aving stated a great trpthin plain words:

"The difference between
one man and another is
mighty little. But that
difference is important."
Banks may look alike oni
the surface, but there is a.
wide difference in theiri
service.
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